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2 HISTORICAL AND REGIONAL CONTEXT

Carmel is 35.8 square miles in size and lies in south central Putnam County (see Figure 1).
The Town, with its two hamlets, Mahopac and Carmel, has the largest population of all the
towns in the County, despite ranking third in overall area. It is approximately 60 miles north
of New York City. Planning for the region is coordinated by the Putham County Planning
Department; however, no county or regional plan is in effect.

The Town of Carmel, one of eight municipalities within the County, is almost entirely within
the watershed. The Croton Watershed encompasses approximately three-quarters of Putnam
County and portions of Dutchess and Westchester Counties. In total, the Croton System,
based on the Croton River, in made up of 13 reservoirs and 3 controlled lakes. The System
serves New York City with ten percent of its normal water needs. Of the 26,060 acres
within Town boundaries, over 90% are Croton Watershed lands.

Carmel is bisected on a northeast to southwest diagonal by New York State Route 6. This
two-lane highway is the only significant arterial road providing access to nearby Interstate
Highways 84 and 684 located to the north and east. The Taconic State Parkway to the west
grazes only a portion of the northwest corner of the Town. New York State Routes 6N, 52
and 301 provide arterial road access within the Town. Putnam Valley borders the Town to
the west, Kent to the north, Patterson and Southeast to the east and Yorktown, Somers and
North Salem within Westchester County to the South.

There are two reservoirs serving New York City within the Town: West Branch and Croton
Falls. Many other water bodies are scattered throughout the Town, making for an attractive
residential location. Lake Mahopac provides a focal point for the Mahopac hamlet as does
Lake Gleneida for the Carmel hamlet.

2.1 History

Between 1600 and 1750, Native Americans began to encounter European travelers and
settlers in the region. The early travelers called the natives Wappingers, thought to have
meant “easterners” inferring east of the Hudson River. In southern New York and
Connecticut, as many as 13,500 Wappinger lived in small settlements and villages on the
many rivers and waterways within the region. By the middle of the 1700’s, less than 1,000
native people were present, largely reduced by the introduction of European diseases.

Early European settlers squatted on forests and later received unofficial patents to the lands
from natives. In 1697, one such patent was sold from squatters to Adolph Philipse, a
merchant from New York City. Philipse soon after negotiated a deed with local natives. The
deed recognized land along the Hudson River and as far east as the Connecticut border. In
the early eighteenth century, Wappingers continued to settle on lands they considered not to
be part of the Philipse land claim. They established farms and even rented land to other
new European settlers.
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Adolph Philipse, on his death, left the land to his nephew Frederick. Frederick handed
down the land to three of his family members, Philip, Mary and Susannah. Mary later
married Roger Morris and Susannah married Beverly Robinson. To accommodate fair
distribution among the siblings, the patent was divided into nine segments, three fronting the
Hudson River, three along the Connecticut border and three long lots running north to south
in the middle. Many of these
boundaries are evident in the
present day borders of towns in the
County.
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At the time, however, the laws forbid Indians from testifying in support of their claim,
allowing the land patent to stand. Any further hope for their claim was lost when Chief
Nimham and many of his tribesmen were killed by Loyalists while fighting for the Americans
during the Revolution.

After the war, much of the land in the Philipse deed was taken over by the State of New
York and given to the tenant farmers settled in the area. This helped to further establish the
community and resolve long running rent disputes with tenant farmers. By 1795, a
significant settlement had established itself as the Town of Carmel with Timothy Carver as
the first Supervisor and John Crane as the Town Clerk. In 1812, the Town became the
County Seat after the Southern Precinct of Dutchess County was split off to become Putnam
County. In 1814, the courthouse was built at its present day location on Route 6.

In the late 1800’s, the City of New York claimed property in Putnam County for the

: T construction of water supply reservoirs. Farms and
families were moved to make way for the City’s
drinking water supply. In Mahopac, after many of

Putnam

County g . -
Courthouse the buildings were burned, the business district was
I moved up in the present day town hall vicinity.

Despite the land disruptions, the economy prospered
as the 1800’s came to an end. Mines supplied iron
ore, stone and granite for the industries in the region.
The area had also become a leisure destination with many hotel resorts along the shore of
Lake Mahopac. The hotels continued until the middle of the 20" century, but declined in
popularity and upkeep. Many of the hotels burned, with only one hotel building intact
today.
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Days of grandeur:
i The Gregory House
: Resort in Mahopac

The modern day Town of Carmel has largely become a residential community, with
comparatively less industrial or office development. The Town is a bedroom community to
neighboring employment centers including the Cities of White Plains and Danbury. The

proximity to employment and rural character has been attractive to young households in
their family building years.
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